stand over until those of the succeeding grant hare been disposed of, and thus very great delay in the supply may tnke place, but for which the depot establishment cannot be' held responsible.
3. From that date the areas of supply of each dep6t, and dates for submitting the indents, will be as noted below :? I. The Presidency Depot, will supply the Dacca, Dinapore, and Presidency circles : together with Gill, of Jersey ville, speaking of that form of pruritus vulvaa which oommonly occurs in pregnancy, states that the nitrate of alumina has given him more satisfaction than any other remedy, patients having repeatedly told him that it acted like a charm. Tiie foLUi iu which he has used it is from four to six grains m the ounce of soft water, using it as a vaginal injection or external wash. In hot weather it may be needed twice a day. (Saint Louis Med. and Surg. Journ., Vol. XII, No. 12.) French Wines.?According to the Economist, the Paris Syndicate of Wine Merchants is most anxious to put down the practice of colouring wine. They complain that, since the harvest of 1875, the practice '' lias assumed proportions truly disquieting from the point of view of the reputation, the quality, and the future of French wines, not less than from that of the public health and the public morals." The substances used in the traffic are more or less poisonous, such as arsenical fuchsine, rosaniline, &c., the former being especially noxious, as proved by experiments on dogs, as well as by the effects on a laboratory attendant. The Syndicate would not prevent, the mixing of wine, nor even the addition of foreign substances ; they would permit the strengthening of weak wine by adding alcohol, and the sweetening of acid wine by adding sugar. But they will not go further than this. They now demand of the Government the prohibition of the sale of the articles used in the colouring process. French wines are so largely and increasingly consumed in this country, that we cannot but view witli interest and approval the attempt of French wine merchants to minimise the practice of sophisticating the vine produce.?
Lancet.
Renal Neuralgia in Locomotor Ataxy.?To the catalogue of visceral neuralgias in association with locomotor ataxv, with which readers of M. Charcot's admirable lectures are well acqaintcd. must be added yet one more?namely, n renal neuralgia. The case in which this was the predominant symptom was related by M. Reynaud at the last meeting of the Academie de Medecine. A man, thirty-nine years of age, was admitted into hospital, suffering apparently from a severe attack of renal colic. There was extreme lumbar pain, marked retractior. of the testicle, vesical tenesmus, suppression of urine, vomiting, and a condition of semi-coma. The diagnosis of renal colic, at first entertained, was subsequently abandoned, chiefly on the ground of the long duration of the attacks?? namely, several days at a time,?followed by a temporary cessation and recurrence, finally becoming continuous. Moreover, the pain was radiated towards the shoulder as well as towards the thigh, and ihe urine was free from albumen. At the postmortem examination, the kidneys were found to be healthy, and the cause of the renal trouble was found to lie in sclerosis of the posterior columns of the cord. The patient had never had any inco-ordination of movements.
M. Reynaud thinks there can be no doubt that this was a case quite analogous to those in which the stomach and intestines are usually the seat of neuralgia; and as he believes this to be the first instance in which nephralgia was marked, he contented himself with simply recording the facts of the case.?Ibid.
Fluid Extract of Ergot in Diarrhoea.?A surgeon in the United States Army writes to the New York Medical
Record to state that he has obtained marked success with the fluid extract of ergot in diarrhoea. He bases the use of this drug on the theory that it causes a contraction of the involuntary muscular fibres, and in so doing relieves the atony of the vessels of the intestinal mucous membrane, and the consequent hyperemia of the capillaries, and thus prevents the transudation of the watery portions of the blood. In other words it gives tone to the vascular walls. The writer first tried the drug at the Cincinnati Hospital in the case of a patient with chronic diarrhoea of two years' standing. No method of treatment had been able to reduce the number of his stools to less than eight a day. He was placed on ergot in doses of forty minims four times a day. In about a week the man entirely recovered. While stationed with troops the writer also used it in twelve cases (the number of stools varying from eight to twenty in the twenty-four hours), and in one case only was he obliged to give more than three doses to each case. At this time of the year, when diarrhoea is so widely prevalent in this country, the liq. ergot?, from the account given of it deserves a trial at the hands of practitioners.?Hid. (Continued from p. 308).
ALCOHOL.
T would especially call attention to the success with which dilute alcohol in frequent doses, in the form of Kumyss*, and in a similar manner of other light alcoholic beverages, has been applied for several years past in the treatment of the earlier stages of pulmonary tuberculosis; first in Gorbersdorf (Silesia), and subsequently in Davos (Switzerland). If a form of nourishment that fattens,?this and nothing further can be claimed for cod-liver oil,?is a dietetic desideratum of primary importance in combating the commencement of tuberculosis, then the free use of light wines belongs to the treatment, for experience at the two places above mentioned shows that, as a rule, patients fatten upon the plan of treatment there pursued, without suffering from any febrile effervescence or injurious excitement attributable to the abundant use of wine.
And even in the more advanced stages of consumption, a relatively favourable influence from the alcohol treatment can be expected, as was strikingly shown by experiments made on my request in the Bonn military hospital two years ago.f To my surprise, a meritorious author has lately expressed quite a contrary opinion jl "Through every stage, except the first, the special action of alcohol is to reduce the animal temperature. In fact, cold and alcohol act in the same manner on the vital processes .... the amount of carbonic acid is decreased. From all these facts the inference is that alcohol is not burned after the manner of a food which supports animal combustion, but that it is decomposed into secondary products, by oxidation, at the expense of the oxygen which ought to be applied to the natural heating of the body."
It seems to me that the inference so drawn, however plausible in theory, is overborne by the following facts elicited from experiments.
First, that after small doses of alcohol, neither the temperature of the blood nor the quantity of urea in process of being thrown off is found to be measurably diminished; secondly, that even such quantities as lowered the temperature of the blood at first, cease to produce this effect after having been repeated a few times ; thirdly, that when there is no impediment to the respiration, the organism obtains much more oxygen than it can consume ; and fourthly, that no " secondary" product of alcohol has been found as yet in the organism. A litre or a half-litre of good hock, taken all in a short time, will produce in a decided manner the results already described as belonging to the action of powerful doses of alcohol; but if given to an adult?even to a "teetotaler"?in broken doses distributed equally along through the whole twenty-four hours, it will not affect the temperature of the body during that time to any measurable extent. In the latter instance it will simply burn, as would any other innocent and digestible hydro-carbon, giving off its proper quantum of heat to the tissues, and resolving itself into carbonic acid and water.
A similar proceeding, if repeated the next day, will simply give the same results.
Where we have to deal with a patient whose stomach will accept nothing else, and whose absorbent glands will assimilate no other form of nourishment, the nervous system and the heart derive from the alcohol of that bottle of hock or claret a good part of the energy which they exhibit in the continued performance of their functions, for as this alcohol burns, the heat evolved by its combustion must be converted into working force.
Alcohol is not the only medicinal agent which produces entirely different effects according to the manner of its administration. In support of this assertion 1 need_ only refer to calomel, and to the enormous difference of action it exerts according as it is given in small doses oft repeated, or in single large ones.
One of the most difficult points for the practitioner is to procure a form of alcoholic beverage that is quite free from fusel oil. If, for instance, we take two similar animals and intoxicate one of them with an alcohol which has been previously purified by treatment with wood charcoal just recently made glowing?(such charcoal takes up all the fusel oil)?while the other is made drunk with alcohol to which a few drops of amyl-alcohol have been added, a decided difference of effect will be observed. The latter animal lies completely stupefied, while the former still runs about; the one recovers from its condition of narcosis but slowly and with difficulty, ?the other rapidly. If the doses administered have been large, a paralysis of the respiratory centre may readily supervene in the case of the animal to which the impure alcohol was given, while the other, with a like quantity of pure ethyl-alcohol, continues in the enjoyment of life.
There can be no question that the human organism is affected by the fusel oils in quite the same manner. This is clearly observable in districts where potato-spirit is drunk. Such potato-spirit contains a relatively large proportion of fusel oil, and in the districts referred to drunkenness commonly assumes the most desperate character. One sees the same thing in a less degree in connection with the consumption of wines which have been "doctored" with alcohol obtained from potatoes. These wines very quickly produce a heavy intoxication, the disagreeable after-effects of which are remarkably protracted, whereas pure wines, such as only the grape furnishes, even in intoxicating quantities leave behind, as a rule, neither headache nor any undue fulness of the cerebral vessels.
Now, if we introduce into the system of a sick man any alcoholic mixture in which fusel oil is contained, the evil effects produced by the latter upon the brain, in this case already weakened by disease, will manifest themselves yet more strongly than they would upon a healthy one; and just here lies the great practical difficulty, the " hidden reef" so to speak, for the therapeutic use of alcohol.
After all the different calamities that have befallen the vine upon the Continent, the quantity of impure alcoholic drinks at present in circulatiori is necessarily very large, thus making it particularly difficult now-a-days to find a pure article. How then is the physician to meet this difficulty?
There are two ways open. First, he may employ in his practice only the pure spirit of wine, from which, largely diluted with water, he causes to be prepared a palatable drink, containing in addition sugar and some innocent aromatic substance. To test, however, whether the spirit of wine itself is quite free from fusel oil, it is only necessary to rub a few drops of it between the palms of the hands, thus causing rapid evaporation, after which, by means of the sense of smell, one can decide the question. Pure alcohol evaporates very quickly, leaving behind no smell whatever, while that which is impure leaves upon the hand a distinct odour of fusel oil, which consists principally of amyl-alcohol.
A second plan is as follows. Let the physician make exclusive use of some one form of alcoholic preparation which he has found from repeated experience to be reliable; this the patients are to procure always from the Same source, best of course from some large and respectable establishment. Then it is further very desirable that specimens of this special preparation should be examined from time to time in order to determine that its percentage of alcohol remains the same. This can be done in a few minutes by means of the Vaporimeter ? of Geissler, even by those who are inexperienced in chemical manipulations. In the following Finally, to sum up my views, as far as the same concern the practice of medicine, I may say (1), that alcohol is very frequently a stimulant of transitory power; (2), that in relatively large doses it can serve as a vigorous antipyretic; (3), alcohol, given in small and oft-repeated doses, is a food particularly adapted to cases where the stomach can take in no other " combustible material" to supply warmth and working energy to the organism.
While I thus share in the views which the late Dr. Anstie so ably upheld in England, I do not hesitate, on the other hand, to declare, with respect to the requirements of the healthy organism, that I consider the use of alcohol m health as entirely superfluous.
Where the digestion is healthy, and where a sufficient transfer of nutritive material takes place from the food to the blood, the human body is capable of accomplishing all the functions for which it is designed, and that without the use of spirituous drinks.
But the case assumes a different aspect as soon as these two conditions fail.
A physician may therefore recommend total abstinence to healthy persons in every instance, but he. throws away one of the most valuable of medicines if he carries this principle of teetotalism into the sick-room.
Practitioner.
(To be continued.) * A sparkling wine of about 2 per cent, of alcohol, prepared from milk sugar ; the solids it contains are bo trifling in quantity as to be insignificant. t Virchow's Archiv, lx, 47. t Dr. B. .Richardson's report in the Lancet, 1875. p. 241. A former paper of the same author (1866), mentioned in this report, was previously unknown to me.
? To be had of Dr. Geissler, 14, Burgstrasse, Bonn. Price 1Z. 10*.
